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1. Child sexual abuse and prevention
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1.1. Defining the problem

Child Sexual Abuse (CSA)

Definition, Council of Europe (2010)

“a) engaging in sexual activities with a child who, according to the relevant provisions 

of national law, has not reached the legal age for sexual activities (this does not 

apply to consensual sexual activities between minors), 

and b) engaging in sexual activities with a child where use is made of coercion, force 

or threats; or abuse is made of a recognized position of trust, authority or influence

over the child, including within the family; or abuse is made of a particularly 

vulnerable situation of the child, notably because of a mental or physical disability or 

a situation of dependence.”

(Article 18, Council of Europe Convention on the Protection of Children against Sexual 

Exploitation and Sexual Abuse, CETS No. 201).

3



1.2. Prevalence & phenomenom

Belgium

►Victim research 

 8.9% girls / 3.2% boys child sexual abuse (IGVM - BE)

 16.6% inappropriate sexual behavior – 1 in 5 girls & 1 in 10 boys (Sexpert - FL)

►Child Sexual Exploitation Material (CSEM)

 More or less 30.000 persons BE downloading CSEM

 2018: worldwide 18,4 million images referred (NCMEC) / 40-45% illegal

 18-19 million images each day shared on P2P worldwide

1 in 10 girls

1 in 20 boys
1 in 5 girls

1 in 10 boys
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1.2. Prevalence & phenomenom 5
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Smallbone e.a., 2008

61.4. Prevention CSA



2. Stop it Now! Flanders (BE)
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 Stop it Now! prevention project

 Helpline

May 2017

June 2019

82.1. Decription of the project



Stop it Now! 
UK & Ireland
(2002)

Stop it Now! 
The Netherlands
(2012)

Dunkelfeld
Germany
(2009)

Save the Children
Finland

Save the Children
Denmark

Preventell
Sweden
(2006)

Stop it Now! 
Flanders (BE)
(2017)

Stop it Now! US (2002)
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2.2. International perspective



Prevention

Child Sexual Abuse

Support 
the target group & their

inner circle

Lowering barriers
guidance and

treatment

Changing attitudes
correct information
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2.3. Goals



• 1090 contacts since start (including repeated contacts)

• 2 years, 7 months

• Average 35 each month
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2.5. Numbers
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2.6. Type of questions

55%

21%

8%

10%
6%

Concerned about themselves

Concerned about someone else:

inner circle

Concerned about someone else:

professional

Social & informative questions

Other questions
Offender

14%

Concerned about sexual 

feelings towards minors

53%

Downloader CSEM

25%

Potential downloader 

CSEM

4%

Concerned about other 

sexual problem

4%



2.7. Referrals to treatment

 114 referrals  63 in treatment (October 2019)
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142.8. Initiatives 



Thanks! 15

Questions?

Minne.deboeck@uza.be

www.stopitnow.be  

mailto:Minne.deboeck@uza.be

